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PCS Nitrogen Blast

In March, there was a fire at the #4 
ammonia plant at the PCS Nitrogen 
complex at Pt Lisas.  The plant, which 
produces 2,200 tonnes of ammonia 
per day was immediately shut down for 
officials to conduct safety checks. Port 
Pt. Lisas located in close proximity to 
the plant was also shut down for two 
hours as a further safety measure. The 
plant resumed full operations within 
a four-day period after the cause of 
the blast was traced to a crack in the 
welding of two pipes. The other plants 
in the PCS Nitrogen Complex quickly 
resumed operations after the checks 
were completed.  Fortunately there were 
no injuries or deaths resulting from the 
incident.  

Alutrint Set to Begin 
Production in 2011

CEMEC, the construction company 
contracted to build the smelter, has 
started compaction and piling works with 
the buffer zone being cleared.  

 The smelter will offer business 
opportunities for downstream aluminium 
manufacturing works, including the 
production of roofing materials, aircraft 
parts, automotive body parts, weather-
resistant panels, utensils, electrical 
conductors and more.

Energy Minister Calls for 
Renewable Energy

The Minister of Energy and Energy 
Industries, Senator Conrad Enill, 
has endorsed efforts to develop local 
renewable energy projects as an 
alternative to fossil fuels.  Minister 
Enill expressed these sentiments at the 
launch of a conference by the Society of 
Tribologists and Lubrication Engineers 
entitled “Energy Supporting Energy –  
An Alternative to Fossil Fuels.”  

While a number of methods of 

drawing energy from natural sources 
have drawn attention, the Energy 
Minister said that ocean currents, 
geothermal and hydroelectric power 
offered the greatest potential for 
providing an ample, continuous supply 
of energy.  

Minister Enill endorsed efforts to 
deepen research and understanding 
and noted that the Renewable Energy 
Committee launched in February 2009 
had been tasked with producing a Green 
Paper for public discussion on the 
subject.

LNG Exports Diversify

In 2006, 89 per cent of Trinidad and 
Tobago’s LNG was exported to the US, 
but by March 2009, LNG was being 
exported according to the best prices the 
exports fetched on the open market. 

Prices at Henry Hub have averaged 
US$5.80 MMbtu in late 2008 and in 
2009 while prices in Europe (US$15.18 
MMbtu) and Japan (US$14.14 MMbtu) 
have proven to be more attractive. 
Energy traders have therefore leveraged 
contract provisions to divert cargo to 
more lucrative markets.

In the last quarter of 2008, 34 per 
cent of LNG cargo exported from 
Trinidad and Tobago was shipped to 
the US market. The other major export 
markets for LNG are Spain (29 per cent) 
and Mexico (13 per cent). The Far East 
accounted for approximately 15 per cent 
of LNG exports.

Venezuela’s $multi-billion 
Plan for Maritime Gas

PDVSA has announced the signing 
of a $19.65 billion joint venture with 
Portugal’s Galp Energia, US Chevron, 
Argentina’s Energia, Japan’s Mitsubishi-
Mitsui and Itochu Corp to develop 
an estimated 28.8 trillion cubic feet of 
natural gas reserves close to the southern 
maritime boundary with Trinidad and 
Tobago and on the northern Paria coast, 
also close to Trinidad’s northern offshore 
oil and gas fields.

The plans call for the development 
of offshore extraction and pumping 
facilities, production facilities and 
pipelines to take the gas to the planned 
SIGMA (Mariscal Sucre) Complex to be 
constructed next to the City of Guiria, 
which will also host two LNG trains.

LNG boat at ALNG.
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Construction works at La Brea Dock.

DAY AT THE BEACH: A magnificent leatherback turtle lumbers ashore at 
the Mon Plaisir Estate in Grande Riviere to lay her eggs at the height of 
the nesting season. The largest living sea turtle, the far-ranging leatherbacks 
have made Trinidad and Tobago one of their significant nesting areas in 
the Atlantic Ocean.                                    Photo by Leizelle Kerryann Guinness
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NGC Welcomes 
New President
S. Andrew Mc Intosh


